On 1st May 2006 Timaru will be 150 years old - 1856 to 2006

Parliament was first formed in 1854 and two years later the Government appointed Samuel Hewlings the task of surveying a town on the East
Coast of New Zealand halfway between Akaroa and Port Chambers. Timaru’s first town which was aptly named Government Town consisted of
approx 300 acres South of North Street to Patiti point. It was boarded by a Town Belt now known as Craigie Avenue and State Highway One. All
the streets were to have access to the beach. Below is an early 1875 map courtesy of the Timaru District Council and we have added some
photos around the map to show you what it looks like today.
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very few people are aware of it and those that are don’t seem to care.



